
AGENDA ITEM IV D

PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE REVISION

LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY

Request to Restructure and Rename Departments Within
 the School of Veterinary Medicine

STAFF COMMENT

Louisiana State University requests permission to restructure and rename departments within its School
of Veterinary Medicine.  Currently, the School is organized as follows:

Department of Epidemiology and Community Health - 8 Faculty
Department of Veterinary Anatomy and Cell Biology - 8 Faculty
Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences - 40 Faculty
Department of Veterinary Microbiology and Parasitology - 12 Faculty
Department of Pathology - 8 Faculty
Department of Veterinary Physiology, Pharmacology, and Toxicology - 10 Faculty
Department of Veterinary Sciences - 3 Faculty

The University observes that some of these departments are quite small and lack a critical mass
necessary to attract prominent scientists and promote the recognition of distinguished programs.  It is
also the University’s position that the current organizational structure tends to foster parochialism and
hinder multidisciplinary research.

To create a more efficient administrative structure which would stimulate further research activity, LSU
proposes to retain the Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences, eliminate the Department of
Veterinary Sciences, and merge the remaining five departments into two new cross-subject area
departments, as follows:

Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences - 40 Faculty (no change)
Department of Pathobiological Sciences - 28 faculty (former Departments of

Epidemiology/Community Health, Veterinary Microbiology/Parasitology, and
Veterinary Pathology)

Department of Comparative Biomedical Sciences - 18 faculty (former Departments of
Veterinary Anatomy/Cell Biology and Veterinary Physiology/Pharmacology/
Toxicology)

As the School is currently facing three departmental vacancies in the near future, the timing of this



request is critical.  The new administrative structure will not require any additional faculty or staff and
should result in administrative cost savings.

STAFF SUMMARY

The staff supports this request from LSU.  The rationales provided by the University in
support of the envisioned changes are both academically and financially sound.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The staff recommends that the Academic and Student Affairs Committee grant approval to
the request from Louisiana State University to restructure and rename departments within
the School of Veterinary Medicine.  The new departmental structure shall be as follows:

Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences
Department of Pathobiological Sciences
Department of Comparative Biomedical Sciences

These changes shall become effective immediately.


